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certain fixed relation between the favour shown by the
critics, and the distance between Berlin and the place
where the reviews appeared, these growing more favour-
able as the distance increased. It was amusing to note
that many formed their opinion of the book without
having read anything beyond a number of sensational
extracts from it; and several papers showed questionable
taste in treating it in an unfriendly fashion after having
filled column after column with what struck them as its
most interesting passages.

The views expressed by most of the large news-
papers in Germany were depreciatory, and, with a few
exceptions, the smaller journals copied the others in the
usual way. The author met with a kindly and appre-
ciative treatment from only a few organs of the press,
which also, to a certain extent, recognised the real
meaning and object of his work. The Weser Zeitung
recommended it as " a collection, a real treasury of im-
pressive and pregnant details." The Hamburger
Correspondent wrote: " The figure of the famous
Chancellor rises before our eyes in Busch's pages with a
life-like vigour and colour which surpasses that of all
the biographies that have hitherto appeared ; while the
surroundings and the historical background are drawn
with equal skill." The Norddeutsclie Attgemeine
Zeitung described the book as being " readable and
in a high degree instructive," and observed: "Not-
withstanding the numerous publications on the events
of 1870-71 that have already appeared, none of them
is equal in interest to the book now before us. It
gives not only an insight into the private and, we may
say, family life of the then Chancellor of the Con-
federation and his entourage, but it abounds in
passages dealing with political matters, some of which